
APPENDIX 1 
 

BARROW HIGHWAYS ADVISORY SUB-GROUP 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Barrow Highways Advisory Sub-Group held on Friday, 8 
February 2019 at 10.15 am at Conference Room, Nan Tait Centre, Barrow-in-
Furness, LA14 1LG 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr W McEwan (Chair) 
 

Mr F Cassidy (Vice-Chair) 
Mr D Gawne 
 

Mr KR Hamilton 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mr P Greenup - Temporary Assistant Director for Highways and 

Transport 
Mrs L Harker - Senior Democratic Services Officer 
Ms T Ingham - Area Manager - Barrow 
Mr S Solsby - Assistant Director - Regeneration (Barrow Borough 

Council) 
Mr K Tetchner - Highways Network Manager 
 
 
 
Members welcomed Phil Greenup, Temporary Assistant Director for Highways and 
Transport, to the meeting and congratulated him on his recent appointment. 

 
 
31 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Mr D Pidduck, Mr M Worth and 
Mr R Worthington. 
 
 
32 MINUTES 
 
With reference to minute 21 – Update from Stagecoach the following be added:- 
 
 That bus drivers be reminded to remain within the 20 mph speed limit in 

North Scale as the traffic monitor survey had shown that 90 buses were in the 
20-25 mph range and that 12 buses were in the 25-30 mph range. 

 
With the inclusion of the above amendment the minutes of the meeting of the 
Sub-Group held on 11 December 2018 were confirmed. 
 



 
33 UPDATE ON SPEEDING VEHICLES FROM CUMBRIA POLICE 

AUTHORITY 
 
(Kevin Jackson, Cumbria Police, attended for this item of business). 
 
Members were informed that a date was awaited for the Community Speed Watch 
in the area.  It was explained that this was used in an educational role and not 
enforcement but highlighted that any issues would be reported for consideration as 
possible enforcement if necessary.   
 
The Sub-Group were informed that further training would be given on use of the 
speed indication device as necessary. 
 
A discussion took place regarding the number of accidents which had taken place 
on the A590 and members were informed that a large proportion of recent incidents 
were due to medical issues.  The Sub-Group were informed that Highways England 
were considering proposed changes to the road layout at Newby Bridge in order to 
try and prevent further accidents at that point.   
 
During the course of discussion particular attention was drawn to the number of 
incidents around the service station at Newby Bridge and it was suggested that 
short-term improvements could include the introduction of a reduction in the speed 
limit near the services or the erection of repetitive caution signs alerting drivers to 
reduce their speed.  The entrance and exit to the services was highlighted as a 
problem.   
 
Members drew attention to a recent diversionary route on the A590 due to an 
accident and highlighted their concerns at the alternative route which had been 
chosen and the lack of presence of a Police Officer to redirect traffic.  The 
Sub-Group were informed that the lack of a Police Officer at the scene would be due 
to resource issues and acknowledged that usually the diversion would be on a 
primary route and not through hamlets as had happened on that occasion. 
 
The Sub-Group drew attention to the results of traffic monitoring at North Scale:- 
 
 Speed No of Vehicles 
 
 25-30 mph 492 
 30-35 mph 861 
 35-40 mph 89 
 40-45 mph 18 
 Highest speed -51 mph 
 
Members explained that the information was the result of a monitoring exercise 
which had taken place over seven days and involved a total of 19,073 vehicles.  
Concerns were raised at over 25% of vehicles travelling over 25 mph in a 20 mph 
zone. 
 
 



The Sub-Group noted the problems encountered due to the lack of signage 
regarding a width restriction on Quarry Brow and it was agreed to raise this direct 
with the Highway Officer concerned.  During the course of discussion it was 
confirmed that ‘essential services’, which included refuse and emergency vehicles, 
were exempt from width restriction enforcement. 
 
The Chair, on behalf of members, thanked Kevin Jackson for his update. 
 
 
34 BIGGAR BANK TRAFFIC CALMING OPTIONS 
 
The Sub-Group received a verbal update from the Highways Network Manager on 
traffic calming options at Biggar Bank.   
 
Members were informed that a positive meeting had taken place with the local 
Member and residents which had resulted in a revised design being drawn up prior 
to a further meeting with everyone. 
 
 
35 PERMIT SCHEME FOR ROAD AND STREET WORKS 
 
Members received a presentation from the Highways Network Manager on the 
proposed Permit Scheme for Road and Street Works.   
 
The Sub-Group noted that the Authority recognised the significance of roads in 
keeping people and places connected.  Members acknowledged that the county had 
the fourth largest network in the country and recognised the significant challenges to 
ensure the highway asset was well managed to ensure the network operated 
effectively.   
 
Members were informed that the reason to move to a Permit Scheme included:- 
 

 To ensure that the Authority complied with its ‘Network Management 
Duty’. 
 

 Part 3 of the Traffic Management Act 2004 had introduced permit 
schemes as a new way for activities on the public highway to be 
managed. 

 
 To improve the Authority’s ability to minimise disruption from road and 

street works activities. 
 
 There was a statutory duty under section 59 of the New Road and 

Street Works Act 1991, for street authorities to co-ordinate works. 
 
 To maintain an accurate and up to date street works register. 
 

The Sub-Group were informed of the objectives of the scheme and what had been 
completed.  
 



It was explained to members that a four weeks consultation on the review of 
Cumbria’s National Street Gazeteer (NSG) had commenced on 7 January 2019 and 
a formal consultation on Cumbria County Council’s Permit Scheme had commenced 
on 11 January 2019 and would end on 14 February 2019.  Members noted that 
additional engagement would take place across a range of other stakeholders and 
services together with consideration of internal permitting process and who this 
would affect.  It was explained there would also be a review of the digital system for 
permitting   
 
The Sub-Group noted that the Department for Transport had suggested that a 
review of the Authority’s NSG should take place prior to the introduction of a new 
highways permitting scheme.  It was explained that this was a full review of all 
activities on Cumbria’s roads, assessing traffic sensitive coverage and traffic 
sensitive periodicity.   
 
Members were informed that the traffic sensitive network in Cumbria was currently 
7% of the road network.  It was explained that following the review the proposal was 
to increase the traffic sensitive network in Cumbria to 31% of the road network.  The 
Sub-Group noted that the review was fully in line with the Joint Authorities Group 
guidance for traffic sensitive streets and 31% was in line with other northern 
authorities.  It was agreed that the list of ‘sensitive streets’ would be shared with 
officers of Barrow Borough Council. 
 
The Sub-Group were informed that the permitting scheme document proposed a 
single scheme due to the size of the Authority with all permit schemes working to 
one set of conditions and would cover all streets.  It was explained that the fees and 
discount document aimed to work with activity promoters to improve safety, quality 
and performance of work on the network and outlined fees, incentives and discounts 
to achieve those aims.  Members noted that it was consistent with other local 
authorities in the north with fees based on the CBA, potential scheme income, staff 
and overhead costs.   
 
It was highlighted to the Sub-Group that the rule on internal permitting was still to be 
defined.  A working ‘focus group’ was required to review the effects across service 
to include all work promoters, ie: 
 

 Operations 
 Network management 
 Street lighting 
 Traffic 
 IRP 
 Flood risk 
 Bridges. 

 
A concern was raised regarding the lack of elected member representation on the 
‘focus group’. 
 
In conclusion, all feedback from consultation and engagement events would be 
reviewed with a final cost benefit assessment and business case report produced 
for consideration by the Chief Executive. 



 
The Sub-Group, whilst acknowledging that work had to be undertaken, raised their 
concerns regarding the number of problems incurred on the A590, particularly 
during the latter part of 2018, due to the siting of a number of temporary traffic 
signals on the main arterial route.  Members were informed that Highways England 
was responsible for the issues and that concerns had been relayed to them.  
 
During the course of discussion members suggested that consideration should be 
given to an Infrastructure Group being convened, with representation from a number 
of organisations including County and Borough Councils, Highways England and 
Cumbria Police, to discuss concerns regarding the A590. 
 
The Sub-Group noted the presentation. 
 
 
36 BARROW WORKS PROGRAMME 2018/19 
 
The Sub-Group received the Barrow Works Programme for 2018/19.   
 
Members were informed that following receipt of the additional maintenance fund 
from the Department for Transport drainage investigation works were ongoing. 
 
During the course of discussion a concern was raised regarding flooding on 
Sutherland Street/Greengate Street and it was explained that a full gulley cleanse 
would be undertaken which should alleviate the problems. 
 
The Sub-Group were informed that Jubilee Bridge would be painted during the 
summer months.   
 
Members welcomed the temporary trial arrangements to use one of the walkways 
on Jubilee Bridge as a cycle route and thanked officers. 
 
Members were informed that the Revenue budget, which contributed to the Better 
Highways Team, was on budget with no concerns.  A concern was raised regarding 
the lack of night inspections with regards to street lights and members were 
informed this was due to the costs involved.  The Sub-Group were encouraged to 
report any faults through the County Council HIMS system.   
 
The Sub-Group raised their concerns regarding the lack of a budget to remove trees 
in the Barrow area, highlighting they had 3,800 of which 240 had been identified for 
removal.  During the course of discussion concerns were raised regarding the 
condition of the footways due to tree roots and the problems they caused for the 
public, particularly those partially sighted.  Members requested that consideration of 
an additional budget to address those issues. 
 
 
 
 
 



Members received an update on the proposed weed spraying programme for 2019.  
It was explained that, through a procurement exercise, the same contractor who had 
undertaken the works in 2018 had been agreed for the forthcoming year with the 
potential for a further year extension to the contract.  The Sub-Group noted that an 
early meeting would take place with the contractor to determine a works programme 
and members would be kept updated. 
 
 
37 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
(1) A discussion took place regarding the groundworks being undertaken near 

the old Police Station on Market Street.  Members highlighted that the interim 
use of the land as a car park was causing concern for local residents.  The 
Highways Network Manager agreed to investigate the works being 
undertaken and report back direct to the local Member for Risedale. 

 
(2) The Sub-Group noted that the white line on Carr Lane had been removed 

and thanked the Highways Network Manager. 
 
(3) A discussion took place regarding the proposed ‘Soap Box Challenge’ event.  

Members were concerned that this event had been promoted by the local 
press before agreement had been reached that it would take place.  
Members were informed that this had not yet been confirmed and would be 
discussed at a future Event Advisory Group meeting where a decision would 
be made after taking into account a number of issues including health and 
safety. 

 
(4) Members noted the action note from the first meeting of the ‘Access to 

Hollywood Park and Hindpool Retail Park’.  It was agreed that an invite be 
extended to Cumbria Police for all future meetings of the Group. 

 
(5) Further to minute 22 (Update from United Utilities) of the previous meeting 

members were advised that on 22 January 2019 the brick sets opposite the 
Ferry Hotel had blown out due to flooding.  The barriers around the hole were 
labelled United Utilities, therefore, were aware of the incident. 

 
 
38 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
It was noted that the next meeting of the Sub-Group would be held on Wednesday 
3 April 2019 at 10.15 am at the Nan Tait Centre, Barrow-in-Furness. 
 
 
 

The meeting ended at 11.30 am 


